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	BLAIRGOWRIE AND RATTRAY COMMUNITY COUNCIL


Approved Minutes of the Community Council ordinary meeting 
held on 14th October 2021 at 7pm in the Adult Resource Centre, 
Jessie Street, Blairgowrie, and online via Teams.

	
ATTENDANCE

Mr Scott MacGregor (SM)
Mr David Cuthill (DC)
Mr Robin Duncan (RD)
Mrs Gina Purrmann (GP)
Mrs Linda Miezite (LM)
Mrs Colleen McVey (CM)
Mrs Morag Young (MY)

APOLOGIES
Pete Richardson(PR)
Sandy Thomson(AT)

Cllr Caroline Shiers(CS)

Police & Fire
	


Chairperson
Vice Chair
Treasurer
Secretary
	


Councillors - Present
Bob Brawn (BB)


Press - 
Clare Damodaran (CD)


ProCom – 
Mr Steve Johnson (SJ)

1 x member of the public
	


ABSENCES

Councillor - Tom McEwen (TM)

	
Ordinary Meeting

Item 1 –  Adoption of September 9th 2021 Minutes

Decision: The minutes were proposed by MY and seconded by RD, and were adopted without    
                dissent.
	




	Item 2 –   Matters raised by members of the public

No items were raised.

	

	Item 3 –    Matters arising

3a.  Minute Taker -  Decision: MY agreed to be the Minute taker for this meeting.

3b.  Facebook post results re traffic light sequencing  –  MY reported that, of the options given, the public seemed to favour having all the beeps working at the same time.  

Decision: BB to take the results back to Daryll at PKC.   

3c.  Beeches Road  -  BB explained that there were 3 permit types in P&K district.  None is free or guaranteed the holder a space.   A member of the public commented that some residents had put their own signs on their fences.  BB said he knew about these and although they were not legal, he felt they were harmless, and PKC would probably not ask for them to be taken down.
The fb response has been quite good with lots of online engagement.  

Decision:  BB to continue to ask residents for their opinion and monitor fb responses. 

3d.   Children at Christmas  -  LM described the idea of a “Christmas tree wish”.  She has joined a group and will have a meeting next Monday with Sam Stewart and CS and will help advertise the initiative.  The idea is for children to write down what they’d like for Christmas, and have members of the public buy the gifts then have these distributed to the children via Social Services on Christmas day.  ProCom were doing this last year.  The Nationwide do a “Kids Collection” in town and also work with Social Services.  It was suggested by SM that there be two trees for this, one in Rattray and one in Blairgowrie to help build public engagement.

Decision:  LM to email the group with the results of the Monday meeting. 

9e.  Parking issues/Traffic warden patrols  -  

Decision:  *To be carried over to next meeting. 

9f.  Yellow line extensions  -  MY said she had been contacted be some of the residents of Honneyberry Drive regarding parents’ parking.  She said how badly parked some cars were parked (even on the existing yellow lines) and in front of the car park entrances.  This made access to the road dangerously narrow.  Could they be extended?  BB said they could be, but it would have to wait until the housing development at Honeyberry Drive was finished.  SM asked about the fixing and repositioning of the speed bumps outside Rattray Connect and Hatton Road and the extension of the yellow lines outside Rattray Primary School area.  He said having proper traffic pillows (as at top of Reform St) would be better.

Decision:  BB to ask CS to if the Traffic Wardens could be scheduled to Honeyberry Drive.
                 BB to speak to Daryll about the maintenance and yellow line issues. 

9g.  Guy Houston/Pleasanton  -  MY congratulated and thanked SM for being such a considerate and attentive host and for doing such an excellent job in organising a civic reception for our visitor, Mr. Guy Houston, from Pleasanton, California, over the Yomp weekend.  Thanks also to Sam Stewart of ProCom, who helped put together the hamper of local produce, presented on the community’s behalf.  Mr Houston received a warm welcome organised by SM, and attended by cc members, elected members and the Provost, Dennis Melloy.  Guy even managed to achieve a gold medal after completing the Yomp so congratulations to him. 

SM said they managed to get the fire truck out.  This is being stored up near the old cheese shop in Rattray, by Stewart Ramsay.  In light of the rekindled interest in Pleasanton, SM said he will be organising the truck to be taken to the primary and secondary schools, probably around Easter time, to generate interest in the twinning.  SM is also working on a flag, based on the BRCC crest, to exchange with Pleasanton, who are doing something similar.

Decision:  SM to create a new flag and organise fire truck to the schools at Easter.
                  *To be an agenda item at the next meeting.

9h.  Bonfire Night & Fireworks  -  MY to send paperwork to Lesley Mayburry for the event.  She has already liaised with the police re the event and is waiting to hear back from Collin Heggie, of the Roads Department, about how the road closure will work.  MY asked for volunteers for the event.  Everyone, apart from SM, will be able to help steward at the event, and all will gather at Littles no later than 7.40pm on Saturday 6th Nov to help.  Steve Johnson was thanked for applying for funding to help pay for the event.  It is expected that the event will be back in the Davie Park next year pending information from AT.

Decision:  MY to send paperwork to Lesley Mayburry for the event, provide tabards and collection            
                 cans to stewards and liaise further with Roads Department.

9i.  Renaming of Riverside Park to Macpherson Park – MY attended the online Common Good Committee Meeting last Monday re the renaming of the Riverside Park to Macpherson Park.  However, due to technical difficulties was unable to speak at the meeting.  BB managed to speak to the community’s wish, and the Committee voted unanimously in favour of the name change to Macpherson Park..  This will take place in due course.  MY thank BB and the Committee.  DC asked about a renaming ceremony.  MY said one is expected but hasn’t been planned yet by the group responsible.  

 Decision:  No further action necessary.

9j.  Housing issues  -  Affordable Housing (AH) issues were discussed as a result of a letter received from Dunkeld and Birnam CC.  BB said 280 homes are to be built in the West Park development, 25% of which will be AH (phase 1B will be next), and some will be available on a shared equity basis.  As it stands, no developer has bought out of their commitment to build the AH element of the site.  G S Brown, who are developing Honeyberry Drive HAVE bought out of their commitment at a much-reduced rate, which was agreed upon some time (years) ago.  Glenalmond Rd site has 50 affordable houses, all of which are now occupied, with no plans to extend that site.  DC expressed concern about the sums paid to the council not being reinvested in AH in the Blairgowrie area.  Comment was made about PKC having put half a million pounds into the Blackthorn Place development.  BB said AH issues in rural areas weren’t just a matter of money, but of available land as there is almost no available land left to build on in the area.  

Decision:  No action necessary.

9k.  Climate Action Proposals  -  As a result of a contact from a member of the public and in the wake of the IPCC report, reading PKCs Climate Declaration, and the number of emails received to do with the climate, GP would like to:

1) Set up a sub-committee on climate action, and 
2) Support BHS who have proposed actions:  
· Turn down your thermostat and wear an extra layer of clothing
· Turn off phone charger at night time
· Take shorter showers to save some water and electricity
· Eat seasonal vegetables to help reduce food miles

All agreed that we should set up this sub-committee, and GP will lead it.  DC agreed to join the group, and will help support and educate local people on this topic.  He also commented on rising fuel costs so how the proposed actions would make sense.  Steve Johnson said that the Community Action Plan will be published soon and it would be worth them working with the larger steering group to echo that part of the plan rather than working alone.  The CC members agreed to support the proposed BHS actions.

Decision: GP and DC to set up a Climate Emergency related sub-group	

9l.  Citizen of the Year  -  RD met CD to discuss the CotY trophy and shield, and how they would be awarded.  The Blairie /CD to have both engraved and dedicate them to the whole community as a result of all the efforts of various groups and individuals in the town during the last year.  Exact wording will depend on space available and TBC.  Steve Johnson to contact the local businesses to see which ones will host the trophy in their window or reception area.  These needn’t just be High Street shops as many of the biggest doners to the community are not in the town centre.  Steve Johnson and CD to organise the moving of the trophy to new business locations. To start once the engraving is done – expected to be from mid-November until February.  CM suggested having nomination forms accompany the trophy so people could vote when they saw the trophy at any of the locations.  This will be done, and is hoped to generate more nominations and interest in the competition.  CD to organise a box for voting form nominations. RD asked if everyone agreed to this.  Everyone agreed to the proposals.  

Decision: CD to have the cup and shield engraved.
                 Robin to collect the box from the library and give it to CD
                 SJ to contact local businesses, and CD to photograph the trophy at locations.
                 SM to ask if nomination forms could be distributed as an insert in the Hub magazine
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	Item 10 -   Planning Matters

                 West Gormack application is scheduled for next week’s planning meeting and has, unfortunately, been recommended for approval by PKC officers.  DC will liaise with the resident’s group and ensure they know this.

Decision: DC to email West Gormack residents.

                Little’s Restaurant as applied for an off-sales application.  After much discussion it was decided that selling wine to accompany their take-home (fish) produce was fine.

Decision: No action necessary.
             
	





DC



	
Item 11 -  Police and Fire reports 

Police: In the last 4 weeks the police have started their Drug Driving Campaign, promoted World Alzheimer’s Day, Project Servator (a counterterrorism initiative), and identity theft issues.  Over three separate weeks Blairgowrie and Rattray were mentioned four times: window damage to a property in Rattray, car damage by the Royal Hotel, and a grit bin being stolen from the street in Blairgowrie.

Fire: The Blairgowrie Brigade has been mobilised 29 times in September; they are continuing their Home Fire Safety Visits; after 25 years of service Crew Commander Lorna Rumgay is to retire; 9 of the firefighters ran the Scottish Half Marathon in aid of a firefighter’s charity and raised £5,500 and thanked the community for their support.

	

	
Item 12  -  Secretary’s Correspondence

          GP said she 57 contacts from outwith the BRCC group emails; 1 licensing, 11 traffic and 4 planning related emails, 1 police survey, 2 PKC upskilling and volunteering opportunity email, 7 Climate Emergency-related, and various others.  One contact via the website re the outdoor exercise equipment, one to do with visiting Blairgowrie and Christmas lights (which SM delt with) and GP said she would send out an email to the group to see who would like to receive these contacts.  
A new contact had been received from another town in France asking if we would like to be “twinned” with them.  GP will reply to them to say we are already twinned with other towns.

Decision: GP to email the group re email notifications, and to continue to answer correspondence.

	









GP

	
Item 13 – Councillor’s Report

BB reported:
Nine members of the Community Fund group, including SM, RD, GP met on Monday night for 2 ¾ hours.  A total of £47k of grant funding was available with £73,300 having been requested by 11 applicants.  All the money was assigned and awards will be ratified at next week’s Community Planning meeting.  Awards will be made public by the end of next week.

West Park “breaking ground” ceremony is to take place on Thursday 28th October at 10am.  Invited guests to attend.  SM asked if the CC were to be invited.  BB to check.

On the topic of the new recreation centre also being a Resilience Centre, BB will query this with PKC.

Last week the recreation centre has had it’s £24m budget approved.  £3m of this will be the Passivhaus element.  It will be a cutting edge design.  There are no other buildings in the UK or Europe of similar standard and size as the one proposed for Blairgowrie.

Roadworks: SM asked about delivery vehicles being allowed to stop in the Wellmeadow.  BB said they are allowed to stop as long as it’s safe to do so.

Fergusson Park housing repairs: At the end of April, there had been 929 non-essential repairs listed in PKC as a whole.  This has now been reduced to 290.  These remaining ones are hard to deal with because of the shortage of tradespeople (electricians in particular) and materials.  Due to those same issues, the repair figure has gone back up to close to 1000.  RD commented that he would have thought a roof without tiles was an essential repair.

Decision: BB to update SM if BRCC are to be invited to the Breaking Ground ceremony. 
                
CS to send her report.
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Item 14 – AOCB

DC gave an update about Clunie Loch – He had had an informative chat with Cllr Grant Laing on the phone and had met with the land owner of Easter Tullyneddie, Mr Miller, on Wed 15th Sep.  Mr Miller informed DC that, as a result of the formation of the action group, things had improved. However, a change in the culture of visiting the Loch as a place to “just get drunk” was needed, and encouraging people with more of a “take and leave” message would be the aim; “take everything with you that you bring, including your memories, and leave only your footprints”.  The steering action group would like BRCC to:

1. Endorse the standard in terms of the values we reflect at every opportunity in all we do and say.
2. Promote and support the view that the Outdoor Access Code needs to be updated, as it is currently unenforceable. 
3. Endorse the need for a change in culture by supporting and publicising the “take and leave” message.

Decision: DC to check the Outdoor Access Code for it’s enforceability issues. 

Steve Johnson informed BRCC that ProCom had applied to the PKC Volunteer Fund for funding which will pay for volunteers to attend a Mental Health First Aid course, which is currently being run by BRCC member Pete Richardson on Sunday mornings in Rattray Hall.  The first few sessions of the course have already had people from 25 of the local community groups.  There will be 3 or 4 sessions coming up in November.  Contact Sam Stewart to book a place.  SM said he’d be interested in attending.
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	Date of Next Meeting Thursday 11th November 2021 at Adult Resource Centre, and online, at 7pm
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